In 1896 he moved back to Rush City where he built the Grant House and operated it until 
1904 when he sold it to Ed Shepard. In the fall of 1904 he went to Rock Creek and purchased 
astore then operated by the late Andrew P. Erickson, and he remained there until 1908, when 
he sold to the Farmers Co-operative Association. The following fall he came to Pine City and 
purchased a Farmers Co-operative store then being managed by H. J. Rath, and he has been 
actively engaged in the mercantile business here until the fore part of the present year, when 
he sold the store to his sons William and George and retired because of failing health. 

He married first in Braham in 1888 to Miss Tina Johnson, and to that union two sons were 
born, Arthur and George. Mrs. Challeen died in 1894 and in June of the following year he was 
married at Rush City to Miss Mattie F. Sharp. To this second union three children were born, 
two sons , William and Edward, and one daughter Helen, who died at Rush City in 1902. 

He was made a Master Mason in Jasper lodge at Rush City on June 1, 1901, and 
transferred to Mt. Olivet in this city when the charter was granted. He was a member of Rush 
City lodge Royal Arch Masons, a member of Minnesota Consistory no. 1, St. Paul and of the 
Council at St. Paul. He was elevated to the Shrine in Osman Temple in St. Paul in 1922. 

In 1929 he made a trip to the home land in company with his son George and the following 
year again visited the scenes of his boyhood, that time accompanied by his son William. 

Surviving are his wife and four sons, Arthur of North Branch, George and William of this city 
and Edward of St. Paul. 

Besides a large number of relatives and old friends from the Rush Point and Braham area, 
out-of-town attendants at the funeral were Mrs. and Mrs. H. B. Puent and family of Two 
Harbors, Chas, Johnson of Mahtowa, Jack Andrews and family of Cloquet, Jack Kennedy, 
Chas. Sommers and John Heitzinger of St. Paul, Alfred Pearson of Minneapolis, Harry 
Anderson and wife, Mrs. J. P. Holmberg, Mrs. John T. Oleson, Mrs. Lydia Anderson and son 
Harold and Mrs. Horton of North Branch, and J. C. Carlson of Rush City. Mr. Challeen held 
a unique place in the business life of the community and in a quiet unassuming way did a 
great deal of charitable work, especially of late years, in providing for the needy and those in 
distress, He took a great deal of pride and interest in the certified potato farm they have 
operated for several years and not long before his death prevailed on his doctor and nurses 
to take him out to the farm for a last visit to see how things were getting along. He enjoyed life 
and took a deep satisfaction in a job well done. 

-----Pine County Pioneer, June 29, 1934 


